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T his fascinating trip to modern South Africa will introduce you to the 
nation’s democracy and politics and its wealth of cultural and historical 
venues – Robben Island, Soweto township, the Apartheid Museum – 

and of course South Africa’s world-class safari parks!

You will also enjoy visits to community organizations, and you will get to know 
the beautiful Republic of South Africa through the eyes of its people.  In short, 
you’ll embrace South Africa from many angles – the arts, youth activism, and 
food as rich and diverse as its people.  In addition to guided tours, we have built 
in time to explore several fascinating cities.  Finally, you’ll explore renowned 
art galleries, and you’ll meet designers, artists and musicians.

We will explore South Africa through the following lenses:

CULTURAL, HISTORICAL & POLITICAL CONTEXT: 
COLONIAL & POST-COLONIAL SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa’s 1996 constitution is the world’s most progressive.  Together 
with peers at a local high school, Boston Public Schools students will unpack 
the constitution and discuss the country’s past and its future.  Specifically, 
students will explore:

• Explore South Africa’s visionary 1996 constitution, as well and 
contemporary issues and its recent history.  The class will cover the 
Pass Law and the Group Areas Act – the forced removals that affected 
residents of local communities of color nationwide during the apartheid 
era.

• Neighborhoods of Cape Town that were most dramatically affected 
by apartheid-era policies; they’ll visit the townships of Langa and 
Khayelitsha – and also District Six.  Additionally, all Doane Stuart 
students will attend a high school history class that addresses 
contemporary issues around South Africa’s economy, politics and 
government.
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EXPLORING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES THROUGH 
THE ARTS 
We’ll explore contemporary issues in the fields of politics, economics culture, 
and sociology in South Africa, how the performing arts was influenced by 
high school student discontent impact theater of protest and resistance.  
Explorations of these issues will be led by renowned woman playwright/
theater owner.

SERVICE LEARNING: FOOD & WATER SECURITY, 
AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM
Boston Public Schools, value service learning.  We’ll prioritize service in Cape 
Town.  Service in Cape Town presents a unique opportunity for growth that 
can rarely be replicated in any other way. Boston Public Schools students will 
learn and work with activists on issues such as food & water security. Students 
will learn of activism through lectures and service at a local urban farm; you 
will experience how real-world issues around food and water link intuitively to 
pressing local issues.

CONSERVATION AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AT 
PILANESBERG NATIONAL PARK
South Africa has some of the largest and most bio-diverse game parks!  Thw 
Western Cape is home to colonies of African Penguins and seals, while eastern 
and northern is home to the Big Five – lion, elephant, rhino, leopard, and 
buffalo.  And other smaller unique animals such as hyena. With such diversity, 
comes a number of exciting conservation and wildlife management initiatives 
and projects run by ecologists, veterinarians and conservationists.

Boston Public Schools students will learn from conservation and wilderness 
experts around projects underway in the parks.  Students will encounter 
wildlife accompanied by knowledgeable wildlife rangers.  Rangers and trackers 
possess unique knowledge of all the animals –and plants, native and exotic.  
Students will learn of the intricacy and complexity of animal behavior.
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE CAPE TOWN AREA
The city of Cape Town boasts diverse offerings.  As a university town, the 
“Mother City” invites visitors and residents to enjoy concerts in the park and in 
local gardens.  We build in an amazing opportunity for Doane Stuart students 
to enjoy the city while taking in a concert in the world-renowned Kirstenbosch 
Botanical Gardens.  Students will also spend time at a nearby beach, in an area 
characterized by some of the most sought-after real estate in South Africa.

In and near Cape Town, you’ll notice a laid-back vibe, a Mediterranean climate, 
a land’s end harbor-town culture dominated by a single, imposing geological 
feature:  Table Mountain.  You’ll notice distinct hillside neighborhoods, postage-
stamp pastel houses; in any weather, Cape Town’s beauty is second to none.  

This part of the trip features the following guided activities:

 » Robben Island Museum 
 » Beach experiences on the South African Riviera.
 » World-class galleries – and local curio markets. 

INCLUSIONS
 

• Air from Boston to South Africa return
• International-class hotel accommodation 5-10 students in dorm room)
• Breakfast daily
• Lunches and dinners daily
• Guided tours: Robben Island, Apartheid Museum 
• Certified English-speaking local guide 
• Fees to museums and national parks, as per program
• International-class ground transport throughout

EXCLUSIONS

• Gratuities to your driver and guide, at your discretion
• Items of a personal nature (e.g., laundry, room service, water, juice, travel 

insurance, telephone expenses, etc.) 


